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India central to US policy in
Pacific, Pompeo tells lawmakers
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DOE to launch first dual
language program in Bengali
Queens, NY: After urging the New York
City Department of Education (DOE) to
create dual language programs in South
Asian languages, Reps. Grace Meng (D‑
Queens) and Joe Crowley (D‑
Queens/Bronx), Chairman of the House
Democratic Caucus, announced last week
that the agency has taken concrete steps
to develop this initiative in city public
schools. Beginning this September, the
DOE will offer a dual language program
in Bengali, which will be the first South
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Asian dual language program in the city
the agency to expand the program to
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Tamils taking back to India with pride and purpose
Tamil Nadu Foundation (TNF) announces an initiative at its convention to create a large corpus
fund to finance women’s education and empowerment in the south Indian state.
By Suchitra Srinivas
Skillman, NJ: A new initiative targeting to set
up an $8 million corpus fund to finance
charity projects back in India was launched
by Tamil Nadu Foundation (TNF) at its 44th
annual convention.
The two‑day convention held in New
Jersey on May 26‑27 at the Montgomery
Performing Arts Center was well‑attended
and brought to light the conviction of NRIs
to give back to India ʻreverse brain drainʼ if
you may want to call so.
Announcing the new initiative, Somalay
Somasundaram, President TNF, said that
ʻMann Vaasanaiʼ is a US wide TNF initiative
to raise $250,000 for each of the 32 Tamil
Nadu districts and Pondicherry aggregating
to $8 million. This will be one of the largest
funds by any Indian organization focused on

giving back to India, he said. The interest
generated through the corpus fund will be
used for social projects intended to help
women, health and hygiene education and
rural development.
TNF, started as a small initiative by four
families, is now celebrating its 44th year of
service and focuses entirely on charity proj‑
ects, said Balaji Prakash Rao, the convention
chair. At this yearʼs convention the fund‑rais‑
ing vigor was much intense with encourag‑
ing corporate and individual participation.
The theme for the convention was ʻOoru
namma ooruʼ, literally aiming to connect
NRIs back to their origin, Rao added. The
convention alone raised over $150,000 that
would be used to fund TNF projects in dis‑
tricts of choice of the donor or Kanavagam
orphanage, a project that TNF supports.
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Somalay Somasundaram (at the dais), TNF President at the
inauguration of the convention.

